Reception numeracy – lesson 37
View video at: https://youtu.be/IM7rLgtGZyg
Video transcript
Hi reception learners. My name's Olivia. Welcome to lesson 37. I'm going to be your teacher today. If you've been joining in with some of our other lessons, you'll know that we've been talking about capacity. Did you have a go at packing your lunch box, or maybe you've been on a picnic too? Did you have a go at comparing the capacity of some of the things in your home? Maybe some bowls, or maybe some containers in your bath? Today's learning intention is to be able to estimate and compare the length of two objects. Let's warm up our maths brains. Today we're going to be using measurement to compare the length of some objects. We're going to use these boxes to help us with our thinking today. Can you tell which one's longer? Hmm, it's very tricky to tell, isn't it? Have you ever run in a running race with some friends? Maybe at sports day or in the park? Do you remember lining up at the starting line?
When we're thinking like mathematicians, we call the starting line the baseline. A baseline helps us compare the length of objects because they're starting in the same place. I have a stick here and I wonder if this could help us with some of our thinking. Maybe we could use this for our baseline to help us compare the length of our two boxes. Let's put the stick down, line up our boxes at the starting line or the baseline. Can you see which one's longer? Is it this one or is it this one? That's right. It's this one at the back and the baseline helps us to work out that this is the longest box. 
While we're thinking about the length of objects, I'm going to use the things that I've brought today to help us with our thinking. It's a really windy day outside today and something that I like to do on a windy day is fly a kite. Have you ever flown a kite before? Maybe you've seen it on the television, or when you've been to the park? I brought some things today so that you can help me make my cart. I've brought some card in the shape of a diamond. It's four sides but it's quite thin and I'm worried that my kite will break in the wind. I need to put some sticks to support it so that it doesn't break. I brought two sticks and I need to work out which one is the longest. The longest stick is going to go from the top all the way down to the bottom. Can you remember what we need to do to work out the length of an object? What's that word that mathematicians use? That's right: baseline. We need to compare our sticks using a baseline so that we can see which one is the longer stick and which one is the shorter stick.
You can see that the sticks are lined up at the starting line, or the baseline. Can you see which stick's longest? Is it the stick at the back or is it this stick? That's right. It's this one. Let's use our measuring eyes to see if this will fit on our kite. Now remember, the long stick is going from the top to the bottom. Perfect. Let's use some tape. I think I just need two bits of tape. My kite's getting really strong but I think it needs another stick. Can you see where this stick's going to go? It's going to go across my kite. Let's stick it on. This is feeling a lot stronger. I've put the long stick from the top to the bottom and the shorter stick across my kite. I just need one more thing before I can fly my kite. I brought some string here for a tail. How long am I going to make my string? I'm going to need quite a bit if it's going to fly up in the wind. That should do it. Let's stick our tail on and we're ready to go. There we are. Thanks for your help. My kite's all finished.
If you have some paper at home, some card, maybe you have some sticks in your yard, you might be able to have a go at making a kite. Perhaps there are some things you could find around home to compare the length using a baseline; perhaps some knives or forks or some of your toys. Today we've been talking about the length of objects. Thanks for joining me today. Have a great time making and flying your kites. Bye.
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