
Sexual behaviour in children and young people procedure 
Overview of required steps at a glance

Prevention of concerning and harmful sexual behaviour (p.4). 

Sexual behaviour incident occurs:

• Follow whole-site behaviour support procedures and any individual plans in place. 

• Safely intervene to stop or interrupt the behaviour (p.5).

• Address immediate safety concerns: 

- Phone 000 in emergency or 13 14 44 for police assistance.

- Provide first aid. 

• Supervise and support all children and young people involved.

Collect information to assess behaviour. Do not compromise potential criminal or child protection investigation. If you need to speak to individuals involved 

or witnesses, do so separately (p.6). Consult at any stage: government Ph 8314 4100 (SWISS), Catholic Ph 8301 6600, independent Ph 8179 1400.

Assessment of behaviour – 

developmentally appropriate, 

concerning or harmful?  

(see 'sexual behaviour guide' 

Procedure Appendix 1 and 

'professional judgment 

assessment checklist' 

Procedure Appendix 2). 

Developmentally appropriate 

sexual behaviour occurring at 

wrong time/place.

Concerning or harmful sexual 

behaviour.

Describe the behaviour and 

impact on others, remind of 

behaviour expectations and 

redirect to expected behaviour.

Document behaviour and  

update individual plans as 

required (p.16).

Communicate with parents as 

required (p.14).

Review whole-site and public 

health approaches as required.

Keep discussion minimal where 

behaviour involves possible criminal  

or child protection matters.

Describe the behaviour and impact 

on others, remind of behaviour 

expectations, prohibit behaviour and  

use natural and logical consequences. 

Develop initial response plan (p.8).

Report critical incidents to:

•  Education Director or Manager FDC Programs –  

government sites (p.11)

•  Department for Education critical incident reporting system – 

government sites (p.12) 

•  Department for Education Early Childhood Services Regulation 

and Compliance – RCP (p.13) 

• AISSA CE or Head of Legal Services – independent sites (p.13) 

• CESA School Performance Leader – Catholic sites (p.13) 

•  Education Standards Board – preschools, FDC, LDC/rural care 

program, OSHC (p.13)

• NDIS Quality and Safeguards Commission – RCP (p.13).

Government 

sites may consult 

Behaviour Support 

Coach and Special 

Educator (p.14).

Report to Department for Child 

Protection (DCP) and police as required:

•  Mandatory Reporting Guide Ph CARL 

on 13 14 78 or make an E-CARL. 

•  Notify allocated DCP case worker if 

child/young person has DCP case. 

• Ph police 13 14 44.

Follow DCP and police instructions.

See flowchart in Procedure Appendix 4 

for responding to sexual offences.
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This flowchart shows 
an overview of the 
steps in identifying 
and responding to the 
continuum of children 
and young people’s 
sexual behaviour and 
the prevention of 
sexual harm. See the 
‘sexual behaviour in 
children and young 
people procedure’ 
for important details 
about each of these 
steps. Develop behaviour support plans (p.15) and safety and support plans (p.15) as required.

Implement, monitor and review plans.

Review whole-site and public health approaches as required.

https://education.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/appendices-for-sexual-behaviour-in-children-and-young-people-procedure.pdf
https://education.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/appendices-for-sexual-behaviour-in-children-and-young-people-procedure.pdf
https://www.childprotection.sa.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0008/107099/mandatory-reporting-guide.pdf
https://my.families.sa.gov.au/IDMProv/landing.html
https://education.sa.gov.au/sites/default/files/appendices-for-sexual-behaviour-in-children-and-young-people-procedure.pdf

